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meeting and before its members begin to take pledges and you must not
make yourselves parties to the resolution. Although we are going to take
the pledge in a body, no one should imagine that default on the part
of one or many can absolve the rest from their obligation. Every one should
fully realize his responsibility, then only pledge himself independently of
others and understand that he himself must be true to his pledge even
unto death, no matter what others do.
M. K. Gandhi: Satyagraha in South Africa, Chapter XII; S. Ganesan, Madras; 1928
RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE MEETING*
RESOLUTION I
This mass meeting of British Indians here assembled, respectfully
urges the Honourable the President and Members of the Legislative
Council of the Transvaal not to pass the Draft Asiatic Ordinance to amend
Law No. 3 of 1885, now before that Honourable House, in view of the
facts that :
(1)   It is, so far as the Indian community of the Transvaal is con-
cerned, a highly contentious measure.
(2)   It subjects the British Indian community of the Transvaal to
degradation and insult totally undeserved by its past history.
(3)   The present machinery is sufficient for checking the alleged
influx of Asiatics.
(4)   The statements as to the alleged influx are denied by the British
Indian community.
(5)   If the Honourable House is not satisfied with the denial, this
meeting invites [an] open, judicial, and British enquiry into the
question of the alleged influx.
RESOLUTION II
This mass meeting of British Indians here assembled respectfully
protests against the Draft Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance now being
considered by the Legislative Council of the Transvaal, and humbly
requests the local Government and the Imperial Authorities to withdraw
the Draft Ordinance, for the reasons that :
(1)   It is manifestly in  conflict with the past declarations of His
Majesty's representatives.
(2)   It recognises no distinction between British and alien Asiatics.
(3)   It reduces British Indians to a status lower than that of the ab-
original races of South Africa and the Coloured people.
(4)   It renders the position of British Indians in the Transvaal much
worse than under Law 3 of 1885, and, therefore, than under the
Boer regime.
1 In accordance with Resolution V, copies of Resolutions II, III and IV were sent to
the Secretary of State for India through the Governor of the Transvaal, who was also
requested to telegraph their substance to the Viceroy of India. Vide p. 423 and Gd. 3308
issued in February 1907.